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favored Columbus and the south then as the
memory of them does to-day. The four hun-
dredth anniversary of his discovery of an island
in the Bahamas excited the interest of the whole
world and was celebrated with great enthusiasm
in the United States. The four hundredth anni-
versary of the Cabots* discovery of North America
excited no interest at all outside of Bristol and
Cape Breton and a few learned societies. Even
contemporary Spain did more for the Cabots
than that. The Spanish ambassador in London
carefully collected every scrap of information
and sent it home to his king, who turned it over
as material for Juan de la Cosa's famous map,
the first dated map of America known. This map,
made in 1500 on a bullock's hide, still occupies a
place of honor in the Naval Museum at Madrid;
and there it stands as a contemporary geographic
record to show that St. George's Cross was the
first flag ever raised over eastern North America,
at all events north of Cape Hatteras.

The Cabots did great things though they were
not great men. John, as we have seen already,
sailed out of the ken of man in 1498 during his
second voyage. Sly Sebastian lived on and al-
most saw Elizabeth ascend the throne in 1558.